
CHARACTER COUNTS! is a project of The Ray Center at Drake University. CHARACTER COUNTS! and the Six Pillars of Character are trademarks of the Josephson Institute.

Family Connection

Compassion

Watch 
Watch the video together (https://youtu.be/Y2HEp_UEg-s). 

Discuss
Use these questions to start meaningful conversations about compassion.

• How did Robbie’s experience as a former foster child influence his compassion towards older 
pets? 

• What are the reasons why adopting an older dog can be beneficial for families? 

Activity
• Volunteer at a local animal shelter.

• Spend a day volunteering at a nearby animal shelter with your family. You can help walk dogs, 
clean kennels, or assist with feeding and grooming. This hands-on experience will deepen your 
understanding of the care older pets require and the joy they can bring. Afterwards, discuss 
different ways to show caring to living things as a family. 

• Bake some treats to donate to the local animal shelter in your area.  
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