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of testing, researchers concluded that the study met the federal
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CHARACTER COUNTS! (CC!) and the U.S. Department of Subscales Assessed
Education’s Character Education Program (PCEP), recently
completed a groundbreaking, four-year study which involved 21 Subscale GPRA Met
Tulare County schools and over 9,000 students. The goal of the Yes
program was to measure the effectiveness of character
education on students in elementary, middle and high schools.
The study was funded by a $1.9 million PCEP grant awarded in
October 2006, one of the largest grants given that year.
The four-year, experimental research study tested the impact a
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A major requirement of the study was to design and conduct a valid, rigorous evaluation that included a group of
treatment and comparison schools. Twelve treatment schools were charged with developing a CC!
implementation and evaluation plan that would positively impact student achievement and behavior. Treatment
School implementation plans were designed around six focus areas: student behavior, curriculum, parent
awareness, school environment, staff training and sportsmanship. For the purposes of the study, the
comparison schools did not produce full-scale implementation plans; rather they continued without any significant
increases or decreases in character education during the first four years.

Each year of the study, treatment and comparison schools were evaluated using the “Student Report Card
Survey.” This survey was administered to all students in grades 6-12 at both program and comparison schools. It
was from these subscales that researchers saw statistically significant positive growth from students in the
treatment schools. The results of this study indicate the Tulare County CC! implementation model can be
successfully utilized by school districts throughout the nation.

For more information, contact Kelley Petty
CHARACTER COUNTS! Coordinator at (559) 740-4303
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Monte Vista Elementary, Porterville CA
Bullying

Over the course of the PCEP CC! Study, Monte Vista Elementary in Porterville, CA reported a positive change in
bullying behaviors from the Report Card Survey data collected. This data indicates that bullying behaviors decreased
over the span of the study providing a correlation to the school’s campus-wide character education efforts.

A Bullying Report for Monte Vista Elementary School

Behavior %

"Donating money to an Change

: : The following occurred at least 2007-08 to
Zgzzlfaa,il?af"zzl; gzégel‘ once in the past year: 2007-08 2009-10 2010-11 2010-11
bl personal y Hit a person because | was angry. 54% 38% 22% -59%
character because it feels Bullied, teased, or taunted 44% 30% 34% -23%
like we can have an Someone-
impact on someone Mistreated someone because he 15% 5% 7% -53%

lse’s fife i 1d.” or she belonged to a different

e s.e S lite in our world. group.
Eric M., - - . - - . 4 /
Springville =N Used racial slurs or insults. 28% 20% 10% - 64% We use CC! as a

theme for the
whole-school to assist
with the culture,
sports, and after
school arenas.”
Tulare Western
Principal, Lucy
Van Scyoc

Divisadero Middle School, Visalia CA
Discipline

Divisadero Middle School in Visalia, CA collected discipline data to illustrate the behavior spikes or
decreases over a nine-year period. The highlighted data indicates the school’s CC! implementation
phase. Data shows a continual decrease in behavior problems which can be correlated to the school’s
CC! campus-wide implementation plan. During the PCEP CC! Study, Divisadero had a 36.9%
decrease in suspensions.

Divisadero Middle School

A Suspension Report for Divisadero Middle School
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