CHARACTERCOUNTS! WEEK

Class Rules Contract
“Who breaks his faith, no faith is held with him.”

- Seigneur du Bartas, French poet (1544 - 1590)

Overview: Children learn about a formal promise-keeping arrangement: a contract. They prepare a contract
concerning classroom rules and commit to uphold it.

Preparation/Materials:
* one large sheet of paper
* one felt-tip marker
* copies of the “Class Rules Contract” handout (one for each student)

Procedure:

Ask the children if they know what a “contract” is. Through class discussion, help them understand that it is an
agreement and a special kind of promise. Say: A contract is made when two or more people discuss a particular
situation, decide what to do about that situation, and then promise each other they will do it. An oral contract is one that
is spoken; the people tell each other what they will do. There are also written contracts. The people write what they will
do, and then sign their names. Explain that signing one’s name to a written contract means that you agree with what is
written and you promise to do what it says.

Prepare a written contract for the class. Have the children choose the most important rules - rules they all agree
to uphold. (Emphasize that it is up to each child to suggest changes if they don’t agree with or isn’t prepared to abide
by certain rules.) List these on a large piece of paper. Then write, “I will follow these rules at school” (or wherever
appropriate). Sign the contract yourself, and ask each of them to sign it. Post the contract in a conspicuous place to
remind everyone of the commitments they made.

In addition to, or instead of the class contract, you might have each child make up their own document. Copy the “Class
Rules Contract” or create your own. Have each child fill in the blanks with commitments they agree to keep. Then, sign
your names. Have the kids take these documents home for parents’ signatures.

Adapted from “Life / Liberty / Law,” by Carol Roach (Center for Educational Research and Service, Emporia State University, Emporia, KS). Used with

permission.
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| agree that class rules help the teacher and the students do their jobs. These are some rules
we’ve decided on together. | agree with these rules and promise to stick to them:

Rule 1:

Rule 2:

Rule 3:

Rule 4:

Rule 5:

Rule 6:

Rule 7:

Student Signature

Teacher/Youth Leader Signature

Parent/Guardian Signature
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Good Ideas

This lesson is published in our Good Ideas lesson plan
book.

lessons to teach students

the Six Pillars of Character:
trustworthiness, respect,

It is written for grades 2-3 but can be adapted to fit your ! A= sponsiy s,
elementary school grade level needs. ‘ : '

See a sample of other Good Ideas lessons.

These materials are presented by:

D K The Robert D. and
umygmey‘ Billie Ray Center

2507 University Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50311
Phone: 515-271-1910
Email: raycenter@drake.edu
www.drake.edu/raycenter
www.charactercounts.org

CHARACTER COUNTS! and Pursuing Victory With Honor are housed at The Robert D. and Billie Ray Center at
Drake University in Des Moines, lowa. As a global initiative that transforms lives and strengthens communities,
CHARACTER COUNTS! supports our mission to improve civility through character development and ethical
leadership.

CHARACTER COUNTS! and the Six Pillars of Character are trademarks of the Josephson Institute of Ethics.
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https://store.charactercounts.org/shop/e-book-lesson-plans-good-ideas-book-k-12/
https://charactercounts.org/good-ideas-flipbook/



